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Tax Time is Here! 

Filing season begins Feb 12  
 

How to take advantage of the Earned Income Tax Credit, Child Tax 
Credit, or receive last year’s stimulus payment. 

 
 

NEW RULE MEANS MANY AMERICANS QUALIFY 

 FOR BIGGER REFUNDS 

 Tax filing season begins tomorrow, February 12. For low- and 

moderate-income (LMI) families, tax refunds are a critical 

opportunity to catch up on bills, pay down debt, and increase 

savings. It is crucial they receive the largest possible refund.  

  

As part of the latest COVID-19 stimulus package, Congress passed 

a new ‘lookback rule’ which means if families earned less in 2020, 

they may be eligible to use either 2019 or 2020 income on their 

taxes—whichever one yields the most money back through key tax 

credits [the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Additional Child 

Tax Credit (ACTC)].  
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www.rcaa.org 

LIKE us on Facebook 

YouTube 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Earned income is down for millions of families that experienced 

long-term unemployment in 2020 largely due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. Reduced earned income can affect their expected tax 

refunds by up to 80%, resulting in families losing out on thousands 

of dollars. The lookback provision in the December relief bill 

provides a solution, but it’s not automatic—filers need to know how 

to use it. 

RECOVERY REBATE CREDIT 

If you or someone you know did not receive the first or second 

round of Economic Impact Payments (stimulus checks) or only 

received partial payments, you can ask for a Recovery Rebate 

Credit when you file your 2020 tax return. You must file a return, 

even if you don’t owe any taxes. For more information, click here  

https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/recovery-rebate-credit or talk with 

your tax professional. 

 
Can I find FREE tax preparation in Humboldt County? 

You sure can! Contact 211 Humboldt at 707-441-1001 to learn 
more about the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program 
(VITA). This program is for low to moderate income individuals 
and households, people with disabilities, and limited-English 
speaking taxpayers. Seniors can also call the Humboldt Senior 
Resource Center at 707-443-9747. 
 

I didn’t receive my stimulus payment in 2020. Can I still apply 
for it? 

Yes, you can! But you need to file your 2020 tax return (even if 
you are below the income threshold and are not required to 
pay taxes). Be sure to talk with your tax professional. 
 

 

http://www.rcaa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/RedwoodCommunityActionAgency
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHIj5jkm6ghci7xHsJlyUcg/featured
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/recovery-rebate-credit
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From The National Center on Law and 

Elder Rights 
 

March 31 Deadline for Enrolling in 

Medicare or Changing Medicare 

Advantage Enrollment  

Advocates working with clients eligible for or enrolled in 

Medicare should be aware of two important opportunities 

with a March 31 deadline—the Medicare General 

Enrollment Period for people who need to enroll in 

Medicare Part A or B, and the Medicare Advantage Open 

Enrollment Period, for people in Medicare Advantage 

plans who want to change their coverage. Both periods 

run January 1 - March 31.     

A new NCLER Practice Tip discusses the details of each 

enrollment period and actions consumers need to take 
before March 31 to enroll in coverage or make changes. 

The fact sheet particularly addresses how these deadlines 
affect low income individuals. 

 

 

https://default.salsalabs.org/T2f84259b-61de-41b8-a04b-efb144c4d6a1/9f4ba904-567a-4f13-89bb-4369e21f79b5
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MARCH IS A GREAT MONTH TO DESIGN A BUDGET! 

 

Use a simple template like this to help you track income and expenses. Tax time is the perfect 

time to do this, so you can financially prepare for the year ahead. For more tools like the one 

above, contact us at 707-269-2016. We have income trackers, spending trackers, bill pay 

calendars, cash flow budgets and more! 

RCAA’s MONEY! SEARCH AND RESCUE PROGRAM IS HERE TO HELP YOU TAKE CONTROL OF 

YOUR FINANCES. CALL TODAY! 707-269-2016 

Our comprehensive FREE program can help you to:  

Set clear goals                   Save for an emergency              Pay off debt 

Increase your credit score               Manage your income             Decrease your expenses 

Prevent identity theft & fraud            Plan for your future           Find a financial product  

And more! 


